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How to Download eBooks to Your Kindle or Kindle App through OverDrive 
 

Lois Wagner Memorial Library 
 

You will need: 

 

 A full privilege, non-Courtesy LWML Library Card  

 Amazon Kindle or device with the Kindle App installed 

 PC or Mac computer 

 Amazon.com account 

 Wi-Fi internet connection for wireless delivery 

 

1. In a web browser on your computer or Kindle device, go to our OverDrive site at 

http://slc.lib.overdrive.com 

2. Near the upper right, click Sign In. Select Lois Wagner Memorial Library from the 

drop down menu. Enter your Library card number. Click the Sign In button.  

3. Using the search box on the right-hand side, search for the title or author you are 

looking for. To narrow your results to just Kindle titles, in the left-hand side menu 

under Format click Kindle Book. Click the title of the book you wish to checkout. 

4. To check out your Kindle book, click “Borrow”. 

The Kindle book will be checked out to you.  

 

 If an item is not currently available to be checked out, instead of saying 

“Borrow” it will say “Place a Hold”. To put an item on hold, click the “Place 

a Hold” button. Enter your email address in the boxes where indicated. You 

will get an email when the item is available to be checked out, and will have 

72 hours from when the email is sent to checkout and download your hold. 

5. Click Go to Bookshelf. 

6. At the Bookshelf screen, click Download (select one format). Choose Kindle Book, 

then click Confirm & Download. You will be taken to the Amazon.com website. 

7. Click the “Get library book” button. If you are not 

already logged in to Amazon, you will be asked to log in 

with your Amazon.com username and password.  

8.  Select the Kindle or device with Kindle app you wish to send the Kindle Book to. 
Click Continue.  

9.  Your Kindle Book should be sent and downloaded wirelessly to your device. It 
should appear the next time your device syncs.  

 If you sent your Kindle Book to a Kindle it should appear on your Kindle’s 
home screen.  

http://slc.lib.overdrive.com/


Lois Wagner Memorial Library www.lwmlibrary.net 586-727-2665 

 If you sent your Kindle book to a device with a Kindle app it will appear 
under Archived Items.  

 
10.  If you Kindle Book was not delivered, try the following:  

 Make sure you have a Wi-Fi connection available so that your device can 
sync. If you have a connection, try resyncing your device.  

 If you can’t sync through Wi-FI, you can download and transfer Kindle Books 
via USB. Go here for instructions: http://amzn.to/usbinstructions.  

 Try sending your Kindle Book again. To do so, go to Amazon.com and login. 
Click “Your Digital Items” near the upper-right. Click Manage Your Kindle 
on the left. Next to the Kindle Book you checked out, click Actions. Click 
“Deliver to My…” to resend your Kindle Book. From Manage Your Kindle, 
you can return Kindle Books early before their checkout period is over by 
clicking Actions and then Return this Book.  

 

 
 
 

Kindle Tips 
 To find Kindle Books that are immediately available for checkout, click 

Advanced Search on the right hand side. From the Advanced Search form, 
select Kindle Book in the All Formats box and click the Available Now 
button. Click Search. This will bring up a list of all Kindle Format eBooks that 
are currently available to be checked out.  

 Notes and highlights you make in a Kindle Book from the library will be 
saved and available to you if you check out the Kindle Book again or purchase 
it from Amazon.  

 The default checkout length is for 14 days. To change default checkout 
lengths to 7 days, login and click Account, then Settings.  

 Kindle Fire owners can read EPUB titles if they download and install 
OverDrive Media Console through the Amazon App Store. For instructions on 
how to do this, visit http://bit.ly/TKPlXN.  

 For help, visit or call the Lois Wagner Memorial Library, or see these sites: 
http://help.overdrive.com/article/0473/Getting-started-with-Kindle  

 
 

How to transfer OverDrive eBooks to Your Kindle via USB 
 

On February 10, 2012, Penguin Publishing Group terminated their contract with 
OverDrive. As part of this, they have restricted the use of their Kindle eBooks to be 

http://help.overdrive.com/article/0473/Getting-started-with-Kindle


Lois Wagner Memorial Library www.lwmlibrary.net 586-727-2665 

transferred via USB only, not through Wi-FI. For more information about this decision, 
visit: http://bit.ly/wAYoUn. Should you check out a Kindle Book published by Penguin, or 
nor have a Wi-Fi connection, follow the instructions below to transfer your Kindle Book via 
USB. Please also note that Kindle Books from Penguin through OverDrive only work if you 
are transferring to a physical Kindle, not a device with a Kindle app. Books only 
transferrable via USB that have no Wi-Fi delivery option are listed in OverDrive as “Kindle 
Book USB Only”.  
 

 
To download and transfer Kindle books via USB:  

1. After you have checked out an OverDrive Kindle Book, at the 
Download screen click “Get for Kindle”. You will be taken to 
the Amazon.com website.  

2. Click the “Get library book” button. If you are not already 
logged in to Amazon, you will be asked to log in with your 
Amazon.com username and password.  

3. From the “Deliver To” options, choose “Transfer via Computer”. You may be 
prompted to Open or Save the file. Choose Save, and save the file to a location you 
can easily find, such as your computer’s Desktop. If you do not pick a location, the 
file will often be saved in the Downloads folder, found in the Documents (or My 
Documents) folder.  

4. Connect your Kindle via a USB cable to your computer.  

5. Locate where you downloaded the Kindle Book and copy it. After plugging in your 
Kindle, your Kindle should appear where other USB devices appear. For Windows 
users, this is typically in the “Computer” or “My Computer” location. For Mac users, 
the drive will appear on the desktop. Paste the copied file to the following location 
on your Kindle:  

 
 
 
 
 

6. Eject your Kindle from your computer. Your transferred Kindle Book should appear 
on your Kindle’s home screen. For device specific instructions, including videos that 
show the transfer process for each different Kindle device, please visit 
http://amzn.to/usbinstructions. 

 


